Mandibular setback by sagittal split ramus osteotomy: a 12-year follow-up.
Short- and long-term skeletal changes after mandibular setback were analyzed using bilateral sagittal split ramus osteotomy. Twelve patients who had undergone mandibular setback surgery between 1986 and 1990 were available for long-term cephalography on average 12 years after primary surgery. The mean amount of surgical setback had been 6.4 mm. After the first postoperative year, there was skeletal relapse of 1 mm at the B-point and pogonion (Pg), amounting to 14% of the initial skeletal setback. In contrast to condylar displacement and proximal segment rotation, osteotomy slippage was associated with positional changes at the B-point and Pg. From 1 to 12 years postoperatively, the B-point and Pg remained stable. Mandibular ramus and corpus length decreased 2.1 mm and 1.3 mm, respectively, indicating remodeling at the osteotomy sites and probably condylar resorption.